
Applications to attend the Fourth Gordon Research Conference on Plant Cell Walls to be held July 30-August 4, 2006, at the University of New England, Biddeford, Maine, are now being taken!  Please see the following URL for application details and a tentative schedule:

http://www.grc.uri.edu/programs/2006/plantcel.htm
Major advances in many areas of cell wall biology and genomics over the past three years make the upcoming 2006 Plant Cell Wall Gordon Conference particularly timely for the exchange of new results and to discuss future research directions.  Molecular, genetic, and genomic approaches are yielding major advances in our understanding of the composition and architecture of plant cell walls and their dynamics during growth.  Tremendous progress has been made in identifying the genes that encode the machinery needed to make wall biogenesis possible. This meeting will bring together international scientists from academia, industry and government labs to share the latest breakthroughs and perspectives on cell wall biology.  The Gordon Conferences are designed to be relatively small meetings with ample opportunity for group discussions as well as for one-on-one exchanges between scientists with diverse approaches to the research. 

We have already begun assembling an outstanding slate of speakers.  In addition to our core subject areas of structure and architecture, biosynthesis, and growth and development, our program includes several new sessions devoted to the evolution of the cell wall, molecular interactions with pathogens, medical uses of plant cell wall polysaccharides, and new technologies to study the wall and to advance commercial and medical uses of the wall.

Attendance is restricted to about 135.  Many slots remain open to invite speakers from the contributed titles and abstracts. Please apply by May 1, 2006, to be considered for a speaking role.  We anticipate that many applications will come from the ranks of younger scientists (postdoctoral researchers, senior graduate students, and assistant professors or their equivalent in industry and government labs). Also, the empty slots will enable us to invite speakers with breakthroughs not anticipated at this time. Ample time will be allotted for the poster sessions, which will run throughout the meeting. 

We strongly encourage participation by graduate students and post-doctorals, particularly women and minorities. Based on abstracts submitted during the application process, we plan to award travel grants to several young scientists to present a contributed lecture or poster presentation.  An opportunity for selected posters by students and post-docs will be made for short oral presentations during one of the poster session time slots as well.  The travel grants will pay registration, room and board during the meeting and provide some funds towards travel on a needs basis.
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